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18. Fix time for reassembling To arrange the time of next meeting Yes Yes Time Time Majority 
17. Adjourn To dismiss the meeting No Yes No Time Majority 

16. Recess To dismiss the meeting briefly No Yes Yes Time Majority 

15. Point of personal privilege To make a personal request during debate Yes No No No 
Decision  
of Chair 

14. Call for the orders of the day To force consideration of a postponed item Yes No No No 
Decision  
of Chair 
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13g. Appeal To reverse the Presiding Officer’s ruling Yes Yes No No Maj. neg. 

13f. Point of order To correct a procedural error Yes No No No 
Decision  
of Chair 

13e. Division of the chamber To verify a voice vote Yes Yes No No None 

13d. Object to consideration To completely suppress action Yes No No No 2/3 neg. 
13c. Divide a motion To consider a motion’s parts separately No Yes No Yes Majority 
13b. Modify/withdraw a motion To modify or withdraw a pending motion No No No No Majority 
13a. Suspend the rules To take action contrary to standing rules No Yes No No 2/3 
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12. Rescind To repeal previous action No Yes Yes Yes 2/3 
11. Reconsider To consider a defeated motion again No Yes Yes No Majority 
10. Take from the table To consider a tabled motion No Yes No No Majority 

9. Lay on the table To defer action No Yes No No Majority 

8. Previous question To close debate and vote immediately No Yes No No 2/3 

7. Limit or extend the limits of debate To modify freedom of debate No Yes No Time 2/3 

6. Postpone to a certain time To defer action Yes Yes Yes Time Majority 

5. Refer to committee For further study Yes Yes Yes Yes Majority 
4. Amend an amendment To modify an amendment No 1/3 Yes No Majority 

3. Amend To modify a motion No 1/3 Yes Yes Majority 

2. Postpone indefinitely To suppress action No Yes Yes No Majority 
Main 1. Main motion (B/R) To introduce business No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

 

Notes 

 The shaded motions are generally not applicable to Student Congress and are included for historical reasons. 
 The incidental motions have no order of precedence among themselves (that’s why they’re all numbered 13). 
 Legislation placed on the calendar is presumed to have been moved and seconded. 
 Consult this manual and Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (12th ed.) for detailed rules of procedure. 

  


